The Office of Jonathan Evison

I’ Police and Crime Commissioner

The Lawns

HUMBERSIDE Harland Way
POLICE & CRIME Cottingham
COMMISSIONER ' HU16 5SN

Sent via email: PS.HomeSecretary@homeoffice.gov.uk

3Y November 2026
Dear Home Secretary,

Report Response - State of Policing Annual Assessment 2025-26

I am writing in response to the State of Policing: The Annual Assessment of Policing in England and Wales
2025-26, published on 08 September 2026.

This report provides a comprehensive and independent assessment of the efficiency and effectiveness of
policing across England and Wales.

| am pleased the annual report provides independent evidence that Humberside Police has continued to
deliver strong performance around neighbourhood policing and as Police and Crime Commissioner, | will
continue to ensure the Chief Constable provides a service that meets the needs of the public.

Investment in areas such as police officer numbers, neighbourhood policing, partnership working, anti-
social behaviour and vulnerability are already delivering results for local people. This supports my continued
focus on our communities and confidence in policing, as outlined in my Police and Crime Plan.

Humberside Police continues to be a leader in public contact and response, with some of the best call
answer and response times in the country — an area that impacts heavily on confidence in policing. | will
continue to work with the Chief Constable to ensure policing remains accessible and responsive, with a
strong focus on victims.

I will ensure that my assurance work with the Chief Constable spotlights those areas raised in the report,
including investigation quality and outcomes for victims along with workforce resilience and digital
transformation.

The report also outlines the significant national reforms of policing which lie ahead, including changes to
structures, governance and performance accountability. Though these plans lie at odds with the Prime
Minister’s agenda on devolving powers to regions, they remain on the table.

While | am concerned that police force mergers seriously risk policing becoming more remote from
communities and weaken local accountability, | will strive to protect Humberside Police’s strong
performance and ensure accountability and community priorities remain central to any future national
model.
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I thank the Inspectorate’s efforts in compiling this assessment and its ongoing role in promoting
transparency and improvement across the sector.

Yours Sincerely

Jonathan Evison
Police and Crime Commissioner for Humberside
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