Police Powers Scrutiny Panel Report– April 2026
Location: Melton 2 Police Station 

Introductions
The Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner (OPCC) Humberside Police Powers Scrutiny Panel is an independent body composed of community volunteers. The panel reviews police powers to ensure transparency and accountability. This report summarises the findings from the panel’s review of stop and search and use of force reports conducted by Humberside Police between January and March 2026.

Attendees
· 7 panel members
· 1 member of the OPCC
· 5 members of Humberside Police

Stop & Search (S&S)

· Action Schedule: All previous actions completed.

· Data Analysis & Awareness: Panel members asked for some detail as to why the option for an unknown gender as to who is stopped appears so high. Action set for the force to investigate this detail. Members also noticed a dip in searches for April 2025, again the force will look to provide detail into this at the next panel meeting.

· Independent Scrutiny: 5 samples reviewed by the panel. Positive feedback for most cases to be passed to officers and supervision. The panel reflected on some cases not showing enough details in their justification, but felt the actions were proportionate and fair. The force are potentially looking into new recording methods and will update the pane with any changes should they occur. 

Use of Force (UoF)

· Action Schedule: All previous actions completed.

· Data Analysis & Awareness: The panel noticed a potential pattern, with UoF showing less instances to the previous year. The force commented that increases are due to increased instances of disorder in 24/25. The force also made the panel aware that they will likely see rises from the next panel due to recording changes which should see the force gain better accuracy on levels of UoF. Panel also noticed an increase in a persons self-defined ethnicity not being stated. The force is aware of this and looking into ways to improve this area of recording.

· Independent Scrutiny: 5 samples reviewed by the panel. The panel commented on some inconsistencies with recording but acknowledged an improvement overall from previous panels. The interim chair commented on what may be trend, where officers involved in specific operations appear to lack detail in their write ups. One of the samples was highlighted by the force prior to the scrutiny of the members. The force stated they were already aware of a lot of learning that was required from the body worn video review. The panel noted that it was pleasing to see the force acting proactively. Other feedback to be delivered by the force to staff was noted for the internal action tracker.

Actions

· Two actions regarding S&S data, as per above.
· Force and OPCC to develop and deliver some refresher training to members.
· Feedback regarding samples to be delivered by force to officers and supervisor.

Any Other Business: Panel and Force discussed the recently released HMICFRS PEEL report and was pleased to see mention of the effectiveness of the scrutiny panel.

· Next Meeting: Scheduled for July 2026 at Melton 2 Police Station. 
