Ethics and Scrutiny Board Meeting Report & Action Tracker – November 2025


Aims of the Board

To objectively explore ethical issues and matters raised by scrutiny group volunteers, in depth and from multiple perspectives, with the purpose of generating genuine and positive organisational learning, informing Police and the Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner (OPCC) of policy and priorities, challenging things when appropriate, as well as creating openness and transparency.

The Board is the overall ‘home’ for OPCC scrutiny activity.  Findings from the OPCC scrutiny groups and reports are considered at this Board and provide a central focus for the OPCC.  

The Board is responsible for the delivery of the OPCC scrutiny work programme and decide how certain scrutiny activities should be completed, setting the terms of reference for any specific pieces of work.  

Their role is to provide specialist and independent scrutiny findings, as well as providing recommendations directly to the Police and Crime Commissioner (PCC), and the force itself. 

Introductions
· 5 Panel Chairs
· 1 member of Humberside Police
· 4 members of the OPCC

Actions from Previous Meeting
Panel discuss Victim Support referrals, caring responsibilities in custody and Body Worn Video (BWV) in custody. ACC Mike Walker will follow these up and report back to the panel. The panel decided the action relating to the August review can be closed.

Ethical Priorities and Current Affairs
Panel discuss the increase in third party reporting and there is a discussion around confidence in policing. ACC Walker clarifies the Force leads for each panel topic.

Humberside Police Update
· ACC goes through the Humberside Police staff changes.
· There will be a change to Motorola for Body Worn Video (BWV).
· Currently waiting for the HMIC debrief.
· Suggestion that there could be a National Child Protection Inspection.
· Request of annual performance statistics and potential input from the Professional Standards Department (PSD).
· One member queries the police perception of the definition of a woman in relation to VAWG, some clarification needed around this. 

OPCC Update
Survey results are explained, they are generally positive and action to share these with the panel.

Independent Custody Scrutiny Panel & ICV Scheme Update
Focus has been on mental health within the custody setting. Some new guidance from ICVA, this could be used as blueprint but there is thought this oversteps the mark for ICVs. Generally, the bar is low but is being hit.
ACC Walker confirmed that caring responsibility question is now mandatory, this was confirmed by Hate Criem chair who is also a regular ICV.

Out of Court Disposal Panel Update
Looking at businesses being treated as victims, often not, as well as a lack of support from all services for those who are neurodiverse. Some samples didn’t contain enough information, these will be taken to the next meeting. Overall, it is recognised that the police are in a difficult position, rationale needs to be tightened.

Domestic Abuse & Violence Against Women and Girls Scrutiny Panel Update
Make the hot topics section a discussion point for the panel. Panel found it interesting to see the two samples. Discussion around location, action to promote car sharing and look at room availability for other panels.

Joint Independent Audit Committee Update
Clarification is given around the NPCC role wording. Chair goes through what the panel have looked at in the last quarter – terms of reference, risk registers (how these are devised and risk identified), as well as reviewing the draft of corporate governance.

Date of Next Meeting 
Scheduled for February 2026
