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OPCC Independent Custody Scrutiny Panel (ICSP) Report & Action Tracker

Date: April 2026
Location: Melton 2 Police Station


Introduction
The Independent Custody Scrutiny Panel (ICSP) is composed of local community members who review police detention and custody procedures to ensure transparency and accountability. This report summarises the findings from the ICSP’s April 2026 assessment, focusing on the use of strip searches within custody settings, as well as full record samples.

Attendees
9 Panel Members
2 Humberside Police Representatives
2 OPCC Representatives


Force Updates and Input	
Force representative goes through sample 4 in detail, with some comments from the panel. There is mention of an easy read booklet given to some detainees, with an action to provide this at the next meeting for the panel to see. The panel find it reassuring that the search time is almost 1 hour, especially due to the mental health aspect. There is some confusion around ‘fit to interview’ and the default answer being yes; feedback to be provided for staff to answer these questions so they don’t default. Panel note that the strip search was 0 minutes, it is explained that this was just a change of clothing, with no intimate parts exposed. There is a query around missing information relating to why the detained person isn’t fit to be detained, no information and must be inferred.
		
Strip Search Sample Scrutiny	
Sample 1: Discussion around the search time being 10 minutes, this seems acceptable. Action to send out the acronym sheets.

Sample 2: The panel discuss that the grounds are there. There is a reoccurring theme that we do not know if Appropriate Adults (AA) are present at the search or not; this will 




be fed back. Discussion around the length of the search being 25-minutes, this seems long with no explanation as to why, panel must assume the detainee has been
aggressive, an explanation is required.

Sample 3: Panel agree the grounds were there. There is some concern that the search was carried out in the cell which has CCTV, panel feel uncomfortable with this relating to the dignity of the detainee but also must weigh up the safety of herself and others. Reassurance from Force Representatives that no one should look at the CCTV even though it was carried out in the cell. Question around why they weren’t classed as vulnerable, it is explained that there are no mental health/additional needs, and once the detainee was sober, everything will have been explained again.

Sample 4: Panel agree the grounds are there, the search time and location are reasonable, there were 2 female officers; overall, the panel are happy with this one.

Sample 5: Panel agree on the lack of detail in occurrence details as to why the detainee was searched. There was also authorisation given to search but the entry was not completed, as well as it not being documented that they were high risk of self-harm.
Action to speak to Force Analyst regarding the parts which are missing in the samples, as well as feedback to the individual Custody Sergeant, and comments on recording issues.

Full Record Sample Scrutiny
Sample 1: The Appropriate Adult (AA) attending has not been referred to. The panel see no issues with this one.

Sample 2: The conditions for bail have not been recorded, the Force representative confirms there are conditions, just not noted. The panel query how the detainee went home as there is no information stating this. The safeguarding plan would be on the investigation; this should be in pre-release risk assessment. The panel note that the wording is not great from a public perspective. Action to speak to the Force Analyst re filling in gaps of missing information. Panel can’t take this any further due to the missing information. Panel agree it should be recorded how detainees get home from custody. Not sufficient information to conclude as to whether the disposal was satisfactory or not, considerations are being made, but rationale is needed. Action to bring this sample back to the next panel.





Sample 3: From the comments, panel get the sense things are being dealt with correctly, sufficient that things are being considered and sufficient action is being taken. Good sample, panel feel positive about this report.
							
Any Other Business	
Panel discuss the HMIC report, overall seems positive. They also discuss the Pegasus card, which has not yet been rolled out. One member comments that Birchin Way Custody staff have now done the menopause training, as have Clough Road Custody staff.

Action Tracker Update
There is a general request for comments from panel members, if they cannot attend, they can still send comments, so all members get to give their opinions. Also noted that requests for CCTV should be sent to OPCC member.

Date of Next Meeting 
Scheduled for July 2026.
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