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Humberside Police and Crime Panel


Helen Manderson, Secretary to the Humberside Police and Crime Panel
	Church Square House, 30-40 High Street, Scunthorpe
North Lincolnshire DN15 6NL
Contact:	Mr M Nundy

Direct Dial:	(01724) 296014

Our Ref: 	PCP Budget Response/03-02-26

E-Mail:	policeandcrimepanel@northlincs.gov.uk

Date: 	11 February 2026



Dear Mr Evison,

I write to you on behalf of the members of the Humberside Police and Crime Panel, to provide you with their formal response to your precept proposals for 2026-27.

May I first start by thanking you, the Deputy Police and Crime Commissioner, Chief Executive Officer, Chief Finance Officer and Deputy Chief Finance Officer for their attendance, verbal presentation and for answering members’ questions in an open and honest manner.

As I am sure you are aware, Schedule 5 of the Police Reform and Social Responsibility Act (2011) states that the Commissioner must notify the Police and Crime Panel, by 1 February of the precept which you are proposing to issue for the financial year 2026-27.

Under the requirements of the Act, the Police and Crime Panel must review the proposed precept notified to it and must make a report to the Commissioner on the proposed precept.  The report may include recommendations, including recommendations as to the precept that should be issued for the financial year.

The Police and Crime Panel had the power to veto the proposed precept if at least two-thirds of the Police and Crime Panel members (the full membership rather than those present at a meeting) vote in favour of making that decision.  

If the Panel vetoed the proposed precept, the report made to the Commissioner must include a statement that the panel has vetoed it.

As part of the budget setting process, you are required to consider whether to propose any changes to council tax.  The amount of the council tax precept was a decision for you as the Commissioner, who must take account of the views of the Police and Crime Panel and the Government’s Council Tax increase limit in making that decision.  

The Panel was informed that you had proposed a precept increase of 6.3% on a Band D Property in Humberside.  The financial implications for residents were that the Band D Council Tax amount would increase to £313.66 for 2026-27, an increase of £18.49.

This was because of the Home Office launching an exceptional precept scheme, enabling forces to apply to increase the precept beyond the usual £15 threshold without triggering a local referendum.  The Home Office had approved an uplift of £18.50 for a Band D property.

The Panel listened intently as you and Mr Ransom presented the proposed budget for policing, community safety and victims’ services across the county.  This included the recommended amount local households contribute towards policing (the precept), which must be approved by the Panel.

The report showed that 51% of respondents to the Commissioner’s recent public survey said they were prepared to pay an increase of £14.99 or more for a Band D property, equivalent to 24p per week for a Band A property or 28p per week for Band B, the most common bands in Humberside, to protect local policing.

The Panel was pleased that, following a recommendation made by the Panel during the budget setting process for 2025-26, the Commissioner had revised the consultation process, resulting in an 169% increase in the number of respondents.

Despite rising costs and pressures, the Panel noted that the budget maintains investment in neighbourhood policing and protects recent improvements, enabling Humberside Constabulary to increase visible policing and invest in critical infrastructure to take keep Humberside safe.

Members were conscious of the cost-of-living impact that raising the council tax precept could cause for residents but felt reassured that Humberside Constabulary and the Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner had a clear plan on where the additional funding would be spent, and to the benefit of the community. 

Panel members agreed to support the precept without qualification or comment, thus endorsing the Commissioners budget.  

Please do not hesitate to contact me should you wish to discuss any aspect of this letter.

Kind regards




Mrs H Manderson
Director: Transformation and Outcomes (North Lincolnshire Council)
and Secretary to the Humberside Police and Crime Panel
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